
 
 
 

 

 
The Path Towards the Future of the Digital Sector: Key Takeaways & Projects for the Future 
 

The European Union is at a pivotal moment in its digital transformation. The Draghi Report has highlighted 
critical weaknesses in Europe's digital competitiveness, including overregulation, slow commercialization of 
innovation, and fragmented investment in new technologies. To overcome these challenges, the EU must adopt 
a bold and forward-thinking strategy that simplifies regulations, increases investment in innovation, and ensures 
digital sovereignty. 
 
Strategic Priorities for a Competitive Digital Europe 
 

1. Simplified and Harmonized Regulations 
The European digital sector has long struggled with complex and fragmented regulatory frameworks, creating 
barriers for businesses to scale. A 28th legal regime - a unified legal framework for innovative companies - would 
provide a stable and predictable environment, allowing businesses to operate seamlessly across the Single 
Market. 
 
2. A 30% Digital Investment Commitment 
To maintain global competitiveness, at least 30% of the next European Competitiveness Plan must be allocated 
to digital transformation and innovation. This funding should prioritize: 
• Artificial Intelligence (AI), cybersecurity, and blockchain development to enhance Europe’s technological 

independence. 
• Infrastructure improvements to bridge the digital divide between urban and rural areas. 
• Direct financial support for startups and small businesses, enabling them to scale without bureaucratic 

obstacles. 
 
3. AI and Emerging Technology Integration 
Europe must establish itself as a global leader in AI and emerging technologies, integrating them into key 
industries such as manufacturing, healthcare, and energy. To achieve this, the EU should: 
• Facilitate technology transfer and R&D collaboration between businesses, academia, and government 

institutions. 
• Leverage financial incentives for commercial research activities. 
• Strengthen the public capacity to evaluate research activities and approve funding.  
• Expand AI regulatory sandboxes, allowing businesses to test and refine new technologies in real-world 

conditions. 
• Accelerate investment in high-performance computing and quantum technologies to maintain Europe’s 

technological edge. 
 
4. Digital Skills Development for a Future-Proof Workforce 
A European Digital Literacy Program is crucial to equip workers with the necessary skills for the digital economy. 
This initiative should focus on: 
• Upskilling professionals in transition, ensuring they meet the demands of an evolving job market. 
• Increasing accessibility to digital education for rural and underserved communities, closing the skills gap. 
• Strengthening university-industry partnerships, aligning training programs with business needs. 



 
 
 

 
 

 
5. Reducing the Digital Divide Across Europe 
To bridge the gap between advanced digital hubs in Western Europe and emerging innovation regions in the 
East and South, targeted support mechanisms should be implemented: 
• Expanding Digital Innovation Hubs (DIHs) to enhance technology transfer and SME growth. 
• Ensuring equal access to EU funding programs, eliminating geographical biases in grant allocation. 
• Developing regional incubators that provide resources and mentorship to startups in less developed areas. 
 
6. Regional Innovation as a Driver of Competitiveness 
While EU-wide policies and funding are essential, real digital transformation happens at the regional level. 
Strengthening clusters, Digital Innovation Hubs (DIHs), and university partnerships can accelerate innovation 
and ensure practical deployment of technology. 
One notable success story is the European Digital Innovation Hub in Transylvania, which has demonstrated the 
effectiveness of 'test before invest' services. This approach allows businesses to experiment with cutting-edge 
technologies without prohibitive upfront costs. Additionally, the hub’s targeted digital skills programs have 
strengthened the regional workforce across various industries, including IT, healthcare, and manufacturing. 
 
7. Building the Digital Tiger of Europe 
With the right policies, investment strategies, and regional collaboration, Romania has the potential to become 
the 'Digital Tiger of Europe'—a dynamic, innovation-driven hub that fuels digital transformation across the 
continent. To achieve this, Romania should collaborate with the European Union to: 
Develop its own digital platforms, reducing reliance on non-EU technology. 

 Secure technology and data sovereignty through investments in AI, cybersecurity, and cloud infrastructure. 

 Expand high-speed internet access, ensuring all regions can participate in the digital economy. 

 Promote a unified EU funding mechanism to support innovative companies across Europe. 
 
 

Conclusion: A Roadmap for Digital Leadership 
 
Europe has the potential to become a global leader in digital innovation, but success depends on a coordinated 
and ambitious strategy that brings together policymakers, businesses, and research institutions. 
Key Actions for the EU’s Digital Future: 
• Establish a harmonized regulatory framework to create a more business-friendly digital ecosystem. 
• Ensure a 30% digital investment target to accelerate technological advancements. 
• Support AI, cybersecurity, and emerging technologies to strengthen Europe's global competitiveness. 
• Implement a strong digital skills strategy to future-proof the workforce. 
• Bridge the regional digital divide, ensuring no country or region is left behind in digital progress. 

 
By implementing these strategies, Europe can transition from being a technology consumer to a digital 
powerhouse. At the same time, Romania can position itself as the 'Digital Tiger of Europe,' leading the way in 
innovation, economic growth, and technological sovereignty. 


